. In the central and peripheral nervous systems, PN and PNP play specific roles as neurotransmitters or modulators (Phillips and Wu, 1983; Phyllis et al., 1979) . Histochemical studies of the cellular localization of enzymes involved in the metabolism of these substances suggest that glial cells might be involved in control of the PN and PNP levels in the nervous system. More specifically, ATPase, the enzyme that dephosphorylates ATP to ADP, has been reported to be present in the plasma membrane of microglial cells (Ibrahim et a)., 1974; Sj#{246}strand, 1966 histochemically localized to the microglial plasma membrane (Castellano et al., 1984a,b; Murabe and Sano, 1981,1982; Vorbrodt and Wisniewski, 1982) as well as to the endoplasmic reticulum and the nuclear envelope ofoligodendrocytes and Schwann cells (Castellano et al., 1988 (Castellano et al., ,1989 et al., 1987; Frank et al., 1986; Woodroofe et al., 1986; Hickey et al., 1983 Hickey et al., ,1985 and Kimura, 1988; Schrader et al., 1987; Murabe and Sano, 1982; Vorbrodt and Wisniewski, 1982; Kreutzberg and Barron, 1978; Ibrahim et al., 1974; Sj#{246}strand, 1966 
